
RECOMMENDATIONS FROM OTHER READERS 
Fiction 

The Dickens Boy  -  Tom Keneally      (Thanks Marion) 

The tenth child of Charles Dickens, Edward Bulwer Lytton Dickens, 

known as Plorn, had consistently proved unable 'to apply himself ' to 

school or life. So aged sixteen, he is sent, as his brother Alfred was 

before him, to Australia. Plorn arrives in Melbourne in late 1868 carrying 

a terrible secret. He has never read a word of his father's work. He is 

sent out to a 2000-square-mile station in remotest New South Wales to 

learn to become a man, and a gentleman stockman, from the most 

diverse and toughest of companions. In the outback he becomes 

enmeshed with Paakantji, colonists, colonial-born, ex-convicts, ex-

soldiers, and very few women. Plorn, unexpectedly, encounters the same 

veneration of his father and familiarity with Dickens' work in Australia as 

was rampant in England. Against this backdrop, and featuring cricket tournaments, horse-racing, 

bushrangers, sheep droving, shifty stock and station agents, frontier wars and first encounters with 

Australian women, Plorn meets extraordinary people and enjoys wonderful adventures as he works 

to prove himself. This is Tom Keneally in his most familiar terrain. Taking historical figures and events 

and reimagining them with verve, compassion and humour.  

The Secret History of Las Vegas  -  Chris Abani     (Thanks Sallyanne) 

Before he can retire, Las Vegas detective Salazar is determined to 

solve a recent spate of murders. When he encounters a pair of 

conjoined twins with a container of blood near their car, he’s sure he 

has apprehended the killers, and enlists the help of Dr. Sunil Singh, a 

South African transplant who specializes in the study of psychopaths. 

As Sunil tries to crack the twins, the implications of his research grow 

darker. Haunted by his betrayal of loved ones back home during 

apartheid, he seeks solace in the love of Asia, a prostitute with hopes 

of escaping that life. But Sunil’s own troubled past is fast on his heels 

in the form of a would-be assassin. 

 

Suspenseful through the last page, The Secret History of Las Vegas is Chris Abani’s most 

accomplished work to date, with his trademark visionary prose and a striking compassion for the 

inner lives of outsiders.  

 



These Dividing Walls  -  Fran Cooper     (Thanks Lorenza) 

Shortlisted for the 2018 Edward Stanford Travel Writing Award 

What building doesn't have secrets? 

How much does anyone know of what goes on behind their 

neighbour's doors? 

On a hot June day, grief-stricken Edward arrives in Paris hoping that a 

stay in a friend's empty apartment will help him mend. But this is not 

the Paris he knows: there are no landmarks or grand boulevards, and 

the apartment he was promised is little more than an attic room. 

In the apartments below him, his new neighbours fill their flats with 

secrets. A young mother is on the brink, a bookshop owner buries 

her past, and a banker takes up a dark and malicious new calling. 

Before he knows it, Edward will find himself entangled in their web, and as the summer heat 

intensifies so do tensions within and without the building, leading to a city-wide wave of violence, 

and a reckoning within the walls of number 37. 

About the Author 

Fran Cooper grew up in London before reading English at Cambridge and Art History at the 

Courtauld Institute of Art. She spent three years in Paris writing a PhD about travelling eighteenth-

century artists, and currently works in the curatorial department of a London museum. These 

Dividing Walls is her first novel. 

The Light After The War  -  Anita Abriel     (Thanks Lois P.) 

Inspired by an incredible true story of two Jewish friends who 

survived the Holocaust. 

It is 1946 when Vera Frankel and her best friend Edith Ban 

arrive in Naples. Refugees from Hungary, they managed to 

escape from a train headed for Auschwitz and spent the rest of 

the war hiding on an Austrian farm. Now, the two young women 

must start new lives abroad. Armed with a letter of 

recommendation from an American officer, Vera finds work at 

the United States embassy where she falls in love with Captain 

Anton Wight.  But as Vera and Edith grapple with the aftermath 

of the war, so too does Anton, and when he suddenly 

disappears, Vera is forced to change course. Their quest for a better life takes Vera and 

Edith from Naples to Ellis Island to Caracas as they start careers, reunite with old friends, 

and rebuild their lives after terrible loss. 



Non-Fiction 

Lady in Waiting  -  Anne Glenconner     (Thanks Kathy) 

The remarkable life of Lady in Waiting to Princess Margaret.   

Anne Glenconner has been close to the Royal Family since childhood. 

Eldest child of the 5th Earl of Leicester, she was, as a daughter, 

described as 'the greatest disappointment' by her family as she was 

unable to inherit. Her childhood home, Holkham Hall, is one of the 

grandest estates in England. Bordering Sandringham the Princesses 

Elizabeth and Margaret were frequent playmates. 

From Maid of Honour at the Queen's Coronation to Lady in Waiting to 

Princess Margaret, Lady Glenconner is a unique witness to royal history, 

as well as an extraordinary survivor of a generation of aristocratic 

women trapped without inheritance and burdened with social expectations. 

Anne married the charismatic but highly volatile Colin Tennant, Lord Glenconner, who became the 

owner of Mustique. Together they turned the island into a paradise for the rich and famous, 

including Mick Jagger and David Bowie, and it became a favourite retreat for Princess Margaret. 

But beneath the glitz and glamour there has also lurked tragedy. On Lord Glenconner's death in 2010 

he left his fortune to a former employee. Of their five children, two grown-up sons died, while a 

third son had to be nursed back from a coma by Anne, after having suffered a near fatal accident. 

Anne Glenconner writes with extraordinary wit, generosity and courage and she exposes what life 

was like in her gilded cage, revealing the role of her great friendship with Princess Margaret, and the 

freedom she can now finally enjoy in later life.  

First Lady  -  Sonia Purnell     (Thanks Doug) 

By Churchill’s own admission, the Second World War would have 

been 'impossible without her'. Clementine was Winston's emotional 

rock and his most trusted confidante; not only was she involved in 

some of the most crucial decisions of war, but she exerted an 

influence over her husband and the Government that would appear 

scandalous to modern eyes.  In Winston, however, she discovered 

a partner as emotionally insecure as herself, and in his career she 
found her mission. Her dedication to his cause may have had 

tragic consequences for their children, but theirs was a marriage 

that changed the course of history.  

Now, acclaimed biographer Sonia Purnell explores the peculiar                                                                                                  

dynamics of this fascinating union. 



Parker’s Back  -  Flannery O’Connor     (Thanks Brad) 

Parker’s Back takes place in Georgia in the early 1960s 

following the life of protagonist, O. E. Parker, a 

religiously estranged man. Later, he develops a 

tenuous interest in religion, motivated by the lack of 

shared priorities with his wife. The story starts with 

Parker and his wife, Sarah Ruth, on the front porch of their house.  The reader is given insight into 

the attitude and thoughts of Parker, which shows he does not think highly of Sarah Ruth and 

questions why he continues to stay with her. Parker dislikes Sarah Ruth’s fundamentalist 

Christian attitudes—she disapproves of his smoking, drinking, and tattoos….. When Parker finishes 

contemplating his relationship with Sarah Ruth, he thinks about getting a new tattoo. The only bare 

area for a tattoo is on his back, because he didn’t get tattoos where he can’t see them. Now, he 

wants a tattoo that will both win Sarah Ruth over and stop her constant 

nagging.   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parker%27s_Back 

https://www.crisismagazine.com/2018/parkers-back-not-just-another-tattoo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X58XHsXIDnc 

There Was Still Love  -  Favel Parrett     (This is one from me) 

A tender and masterfully told story of memory, family and love. 

Prague, 1938: Eva flies down the street from her sister. Suddenly a 

man steps out, a man wearing a hat. Eva runs into him, hits the 

pavement hard. His hat is in the gutter. His anger slaps Eva, but his 

hate will change everything, as war forces so many lives into small, 

brown suitcases. 

Prague, 1980: No one sees Ludek. A young boy can slip right under 

the heavy blanket that covers this city - the fear cannot touch him. 

Ludek is free. And he sees everything. The world can do what it 

likes. The world can go to hell for all he cares because Babi is 

waiting for him in the warm flat. His whole world. 

Melbourne, 1980: Mala Li ka's grandma holds her hand as they climb the stairs to their third floor 

flat. Inside, the smell of warm pipe tobacco and homemade cakes. Here, Mana and Bill have made a 

life for themselves and their granddaughter. A life imbued with the spirit of Prague and the loved 

ones left behind. 

Favel Parrett's deep emotional insight and stellar literary talent shine through in this love letter to 

the strong women who bind families together, despite dislocation and distance. It is a tender and 

beautifully told story of memory, family and love. Because there is still love. No matter what. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgia_(U.S._state)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sarah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Ruth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fundamentalist_Christian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fundamentalist_Christian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parker%27s_Back
https://www.crisismagazine.com/2018/parkers-back-not-just-another-tattoo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X58XHsXIDnc

