RECOMMENDATIONS FROM OTHER READERS
Non Fiction
Radio Girl - David Duffy

(Thanks Cherry)
All around Australia, former WRANs and navy men regard the
woman they know as Mrs Mac with a level of reverence usually
reserved for saints. Yet today no-one has any idea of who she
was and how she rescued Australia's communication systems in
World War II.

As you climbed the rickety stairs of an old woolshed at Sydney
harbour in 1944, you would hear the thrum of clicks and buzzes.
Rows of men and women in uniforms and headsets would be
tapping away vigorously at small machines, under the careful
watch of their young female trainers. Presiding over the
cacophony was a tiny woman, known to everyone as 'Mrs Mac',
one of Australia's wartime legends.
A smart girl from a poor mining town who loved to play with her
father's tools, Violet McKenzie became an electrical engineer, a
pioneer of radio and a successful businesswoman. As the clouds
of war gathered in the 1930s, she defied convention and trained
young women in Morse code, foreseeing that their services would soon be sorely needed. Always a
champion of women, she was instrumental in getting Australian women into the armed forces.
Mrs Mac was adored by the thousands of young women and men she trained, and came to be
respected by the defence forces and the public too for her vision and contribution to the war effort.
David Dufty brings her story to life in this heartwarming and captivating biography.

The Snowy - Siobhan McHugh

(Thanks Tom)
The Snowy - A History tells the extraordinary story of the
mostly migrant workforce who built one of the world's
engineering marvels.
The Snowy Scheme was an extraordinary engineering feat
carried out over twenty-five years from 1949 to 1974, one
that drove rivers through tunnels built through the
Australian alps, irrigated the dry inland and generated
energy for the densely populated east coast. The Snowy
Mountains Scheme was also a site of post-war social
engineering that helped create a diverse multicultural
nation. Siobhan McHugh's in-depth interviews with those
who were there at the time reveals the human stories of
migrant workers, high country locals, politicians and
engineers. It also examines the difficult and dangerous
aspects of such a major construction in which 121 men lost
their lives. Rich and evocative, this sweeping narrative tells
stories of love, endurance, tragedy and hard work during a
transformative time.

On Call In the Arctic - Thomas J. Sims

(Thanks Terry)

Imagine a young doctor, trained in the latest medical
knowledge and state-of-the-art equipment, suddenly
transported back to one of the world’s most isolated and
unforgiving environments—Nome, Alaska. Dr. Sims’ plans
to become a pediatric surgeon drastically changed when,
on the eve of being drafted into the Army to serve as a
M.A.S.H. surgeon in Vietnam, he was offered a commission
in the U.S. Public Health for assignment in Anchorage,
Alaska. In Anchorage, Dr. Sims was scheduled to act as
Chief of Pediatrics at the Alaska Native Medical Center. Life
changed, along with his military orders, when he learned he
was being transferred from Anchorage to work as the only
physician in Nome. There, he would have the awesome
responsibility of rendering medical care under archaic
conditions to the population of this frontier town plus
thirteen Eskimo villages in the surrounding Norton Sound
area. And he would do it alone with little help and support.
All the while, he was pegged as both an “outsider” and an
employee of the much-derided federal government.
In order to do his job, Dr. Sims had to overcome racism, cultural prejudices, and hostility from those
who would like to see him sent packing. On Call in the Arctic reveals the thrills and the terrors of
frontier medicine, where Dr. Sims must rely upon his instincts, improvise, and persevere against all
odds in order to help his patients on the icy shores of the Bering Sea.

Daughter of the Territory - Ernestine Hill

(Thanks Georgie)

Daughter of the Territory is the amazing life story of
Jacqueline Hammar. Born in Darwin in 1929, Jacqueline's
childhood was spent in a succession of bush towns before
she was sent to school in Darwin. With the outbreak of
World War Two, she moved to Brisbane to finish her
education.
Returning to her beloved Territory, Jacqueline met and
married stockman Ken Hammar, and they moved to a vast
property in one of the most inaccessible areas of
Australia, transporting corrugated iron and cutting down
trees to build a crude hut to live in.
With only a kerosene stove, scant possessions and a bed,
Jacqueline lived a harsh and isolated existence. Her
determination and courage helped her survive many
hardships, including having to eat pigweed and sweet
potato vines when food was scarce. Meanwhile, she
supported Ken as he turned huge tracts of wilderness into
a prosperous million-acre cattle station.

Three Steel Teeth - Mark Filmer

(Thanks Lloyd)

Australia's wool growing industry descended into chaos during the
early 1980s when a small group of 'rebel' shearers started
advocating for a seemingly minor change. The rebels, led by gun
shearer Robert White, wanted 13-tooth shearing combs legalised.
Wide combs, as they were known, had been banned from use in
Australia for more than 50 years. But White and his supporters
argued they were more efficient and productive than the standard
gauge 10-tooth shearing combs and wanted the ban overturned.
Standing in the way was the powerful Australian Workers' Union.
The ensuing David and Goliath like clash produced four years of
industrial turmoil, bitterness, intimidation and some outlandish
violence, as the AWU went all out to try to stop the introduction of
wide combs. This is the first detailed account of an industrial
dispute that revolutionised Australia's iconic shearing industry and
led to the total demise of the AWU in the industry after it
stubbornly refused to embrace technological change.

Belonging - Toko-Pa Turner

(Thanks Cynthia)

Feel like you don't belong? You're not alone.
The world has never been more connected, yet people are lonelier
than ever. Whether we feel unworthy, alienated, or anxious about our
place in the world -- the absence of belonging is the great silent
wound of our times.
Most people think of belonging as a mythical place, and they spend a
lifetime searching for it in vain. But what if belonging isn't a place at
all? What if it's a skill that has been lost or forgotten?
With her signature depth and eloquence, Toko-pa maps a path to
Belonging from the inside out. Drawing on myth, stories and dreams,
she takes us into the origins of our estrangement, reframing exile as a
necessary initiation into authenticity. Then she shares the
competencies of belonging: a set of ancestral practices to heal our
wounds and restore true belonging to our lives and to the world.

A Bigger Pictue - Malcolm Turnbull

(Thanks Hamish)

When Malcolm Turnbull took over the nation’s top job there was a sense
of excitement in Australia. Sky-high opinion polls followed as the political
outsider with a successful business, legal and media career took charge.
The infighting that dogged politics for the best part of a decade looked
to be over. But a right-wing insurgency brutally cut down Turnbull’s time
in office after three years, leaving many Australians asking, ‘Why?’
With revelatory insights on the workings of Canberra and the
contentious events of Turnbull’s life, A Bigger Picture explores the
strengths and vulnerabilities of one of Australia’s best-known and
dynamic business and political leaders. Lyrically written in highly
readable and entertaining prose, this is a genuine page-turner that’s not
just for political junkies.

For An Informed Opinion - Read Them Both

Dark Emu - Bruce Pascoe
‘Dark Emu puts forward an argument for a reconsideration of the hunter-gatherer tag for precolonial Aboriginal Australians. The evidence insists that Aboriginal people right across the continent
were using domesticated plants, sowing, harvesting, irrigating, and storing — behaviours
inconsistent with the hunter-gatherer tag. Gerritsen and Gammage in their latest books support this
premise but Pascoe takes this further and challenges the hunter-gatherer tag as a convenient lie.
Almost all the evidence in Dark Emu comes from the records and diaries of the Australian explorers,
impeccable sources.’ (Publisher)
‘Dark Emu injects a profound authenticity into the conversation about how we Australians
understand our continent ... [It is] essential reading for anyone who wants to understand what
Australia once was, or what it might yet be if we heed the lessons of long and sophisticated human
occupation.’ (Judges for 2016 NSW Premier’s Literary Awards)

Bitter Harvest - Peter O’Brien
‘a comprehensive appraisal of Bruce Pascoe’s book Dark Emu. Pascoe postulates that, rather than
being a nomadic hunter-gatherer society, Australian Aborigines were actually sedentary
agriculturalists with ‘skills superior to those of the white colonisers who took their land and
despoiled it’. Dark Emu has enjoyed extraordinary public and critical acclaim, winning Premier’s
literary awards in New South Wales and named Book of the Year. Professor Marcia Langton called it
‘the most important book on Australia’. Its ideas have already been taken up in school texts and the
ABC is producing a documentary series about it.

But nothing in Dark Emu justifies its success. Bitter Harvest is a forensic but highly readable
examination which reveals that Bruce Pascoe omits, distorts or mischaracterises important
information to such an extent that, as purported history, Dark Emu is worthless. Even worse, it
promotes a divisive, victim-based agenda that pits one Australian against another.’ (Publisher)

Fiction
American Dirt - Jeanine Cummins

(Thanks Lois P.)

Lydia Quixano Pérez lives in the Mexican city of Acapulco. She
runs a bookstore. She has a son, Luca, the love of her life, and a
wonderful husband who is a journalist. And while there are cracks
beginning to show in Acapulco because of the drug cartels, her
life is, by and large, fairly comfortable.
Even though she knows they’ll never sell, Lydia stocks some of
her all-time favorite books in her store. And then one day a man
enters the shop to browse and comes up to the register with a
few books he would like to buy—two of them her favorites. Javier
is erudite. He is charming. And, unbeknownst to Lydia, he is the
jefe of the newest drug cartel that has gruesomely taken over the
city. When Lydia’s husband’s tell-all profile of Javier is published,
none of their lives will ever be the same.
Forced to flee, Lydia and eight-year-old Luca soon find themselves
miles and worlds away from their comfortable middle-class existence. Instantly transformed into
migrants, Lydia and Luca ride la bestia—trains that make their way north toward the United States,
which is the only place Javier’s reach doesn’t extend. As they join the countless people trying to
reach el norte, Lydia soon sees that everyone is running from something. But what exactly are they
running to?

The Dress Maker’s Secret - Rosalie Ham

(Thanks Judy)

It is 1953 and Melbourne society is looking forward to
coronation season, the grand balls and celebrations for the
young queen-to-be. Tilly Dunnage is, however, working for
a pittance in a second-rate Collins Street salon. Her talents
go unappreciated, and the madame is a bully and a cheat,
but Tilly has a past she is desperate to escape and good
reason to prefer anonymity.
Meanwhile, Sergeant Farrat and the McSwiney clan have
been searching for their resident dressmaker ever since
she left Dungatar in flames. And they aren't the only ones.
The inhabitants of the town are still out for revenge (or at
least someone to foot the bill for the new high street). So
when Tilly's name starts to feature in the fashion pages,
the jig is up. Along with Tilly's hopes of keeping her secrets
hidden...

These Dividing Walls - Fran Cooper (Thanks Pauline)
Within its walls, people talk and kiss, laugh and cry; some
are glad to sit alone, while others wish they did not. A
woman with silver-blonde hair opens her bookshop
downstairs, an old man feeds the sparrows on his
windowsill, and a young mother wills the morning to hold
itself at bay. Though each of their walls touches someone
else's, the neighbours they pass in the courtyard remain
strangers.
Into this courtyard arrives Edward. Still bearing the sweat of
a channel crossing, he takes his place in an attic room to
wait out his grief.
But in distant corners of the city, as Paris is pulled taut with
summer heat, there are those who meet with a darker
purpose. As the feverish metropolis is brought to boiling
point, secrets will rise and walls will crumble both within and
without Number 37...

The Mother Fault - Kate Mildenhall

(Thanks Lois P.)

Mim’s husband is missing. No one knows where Ben is, but
everyone wants to find him – especially The Department.
And they should know, the all-seeing government body has
fitted the entire population with a universal tracking chip to
keep them ‘safe’.
But suddenly Ben can’t be tracked. And Mim is questioned,
made to surrender her passport and threatened with the
unthinkable – her two children being taken into care at the
notorious BestLife.
Cornered, Mim risks everything to go on the run to find her
husband – and a part of herself, long gone, that is brave
enough to tackle the journey ahead.
From the stark backroads of the Australian outback to a
terrifying sea voyage, Mim is forced to shuck off who she
was – mother, daughter, wife, sister – and become the
woman she needs to be to save her family and herself.

Red Coast - Di Morrissey

(Thanks Judy)
In The Red Coast, Di Morrissey returns to the red earth of
the Kimberley with a passionate story of resistance and
resilience under its soaring blue skies.
After the upheaval which separated Jacqui Bouchard from
her beloved son, she has finally settled in Broome, a
magical remote town on the northwest coast of Australia.
But when a proposed mining development is unveiled, the
town begins to tear itself apart. Rifts run deep, as friends,
families and lovers are faced with a battle that could
change their lives irrevocably.
As everyone takes sides, Jacqui confronts her own dilemma
- to stay or leave? Who to trust? . . . Who to love?

Winter Garden – Kristin Hannah

(Thanks Kerry)

Sometimes when you open the door to your mother's past, you
find your own future . . .
Meredith and Nina Whitson are as different as sisters can be.
One stayed at home to raise her children and manage the family
apple orchard; the other followed a dream and travelled the
world to become a famous photo journalist. But when their
beloved father falls ill, these two estranged women will find
themselves together again, standing alongside their cold,
disapproving mother, Anya, who even now, offers no comfort to
her daughters. On his deathbed, their father extracts one last
promise from the women in his life.
It begins with a story that is unlike anything the sisters have
heard before - a captivating, mysterious love story that spans
sixty-five years and moves from frozen, war torn Leningrad to
modern-day Alaska. The vividly imagined tale brings these three women together in a way that none
could have expected. Meredith and Nina will finally learn the secret of their mother's past and
uncover a truth so terrible it will shake the foundation of their family and change who they think
they are.
Every once in a while a writer comes along who navigates the complex and layered landscape of the
human heart. For this generation, it's Kristin Hannah. Mesmerizing from the first page to the last,
Winter Garden is an evocative, lyrically written novel that will long be remembered.

Inheritance of Secrets - Sonya Bates

(Thanks Sandy)

No matter how far you run, the past will always find you.
A gripping, page-turning mystery for all fans of Kate
Furnivall and Sara Foster.
A brutal murder. A wartime promise. A woman on the
run.
Juliet's elderly grandparents are killed in their Adelaide
home. Who would commit such a heinous crime - and
why? The only clue is her grandfather Karl's missing
signet ring.
When Juliet's estranged sister, Lily, returns in fear for her
life, Juliet suspects something far more sinister than a
simple break-in gone wrong. Before Juliet can get any
answers, Lily vanishes once more.
What secrets did Karl Weiss have that could have led to
his murder? A German soldier who migrated to Adelaide,
Juliet knew Karl as a loving grandfather. Is it possible he
was a war criminal? While attempting to find out, Juliet
uncovers some disturbing secrets from WWII Germany
that will put both her and her sister's lives in danger ...
Gripping. Tense. Mysterious. Inheritance of Secrets links
the crimes of the present to the secrets of the past and
asks how far would you go to keep a promise?

The Cactus - Sarah Haywood (Thanks Camille)
In this charming and poignant debut, one woman's
unconventional journey to finding love means learning
to embrace the unexpected.
For Susan Green, messy emotions don't fit into the
equation of her perfectly ordered life. She has a flat
that is ideal for one, a job that suits her passion for
logic, and an "interpersonal arrangement" that
provides cultural and other, more intimate, benefits.
But suddenly confronted with the loss of her mother
and the news that she is about to become a mother
herself, Susan's greatest fear is realized. She is losing
control.
Enter Rob, the dubious but well-meaning friend of her
indolent brother. As Susan's due date draws near and
her dismantled world falls further into a tailspin, Susan
finds an unlikely ally in Rob. She might have a chance
at finding real love and learning to love herself, if only
she can figure out how to let go.

