RECOMMENDATIONS FROM OTHER READERS
Non Fiction
Sheila - Robert Wainwright

(Thanks Marg)
Born on a NSW sheep station, befriended literary figures and
movie stars, bedded a future king, was feted by London and
New York society for forty years and when she died was a
Russian princess.
Vivacious, confident and striking, Sheila Chisholm met her
first husband, Francis Edward Scudamore St Clair-Erskine, a
first lieutenant and son of the 5th Earl of Rosslyn, when she
went to Egypt during the Great War to nurse her brother.
Arriving in London as a young married woman, the world was
at her feet - and she enjoyed it immensely. Edward, Prince of
Wales, called her 'a divine woman' and his brother, Bertie,
the future George VI of England (Queen Elizabeth's father),
was especially close to her. She subsequently became Lady
Milbanke and ended her days as Princess Dimitri of Russia.
Sheila had torrid love affairs with Rudolph Valentino and
Prince Obolensky of Russia and among her friends were
Evelyn Waugh, Lord Beaverbrook and Wallis Simpson.
An extraordinary woman unknown to most Australians,
Sheila is a spellbinding story of a unique time and a place and
an utterly fascinating life.

Esther – Jessica North

(Thanks Gail)

The little-known rags to riches love story of a convict girl
who arrived in Australia on the First Fleet. Much like
another, better-known colonial woman, Elizabeth
Macarthur, Esther successfully managed her husband's
property and became a significant figure in the new colony.
Esther only just escaped the hangman in London. Aged 16,
she stood trial at the Old Bailey for stealing 24 yards of
black silk lace. Her sentence was transportation to the other
side of the world.
She embarked on the perilous journey on the First Fleet as a
convict, with no idea of what lay ahead. Once on shore, she
became the servant and, in time, the lover of the dashing
young first lieutenant George Johnston. But life in the
fledgling colony could be gruelling, with starvation looming
and lashings for convicts who stepped out of line.
Esther was one of the first Jewish women to arrive in the
new land. Through her we meet some of the key people
who helped shape the nation. Her life is an extraordinary
rags-to-riches story. As leader of the Rum Rebellion against
Governor Bligh, George Johnston became LieutenantGovernor of NSW, making Esther First Lady of the colony, a
remarkable rise in society for a former convict.
'North skilfully weaves together one woman's fascinating saga with an equally fascinating history of
the early colonial period of Australia. The resulting true story is sometimes as strange and thrilling as
a fairytale.' - Lee Kofman, author of The Dangerous Bride

Mary’s Last Dance - Mary Li

(Thanks Robyn)

The highly anticipated memoir of Australian ballerina Mary Li and the long-awaited sequel to her husband Li Cunxin's
bestselling memoir, Mao's Last Dancer.
Mary's Last Dance is a powerful and uplifting memoir about
chasing an impossible dream, and sacrificing one's own ambition
for the love of a child. It is a moving and unforgettable story of
passion, dedication and devotion - and the highly anticipated
sequel to one of the world's most beloved books.
Mary Li (nee McKendry) is an international ballet star and a
mother like no other. She became a household name when her
husband Li Cunxin published his bestselling memoir, Mao's Last
Dancer - but that book told only half the story.
Growing up in a rambunctious family in Rockhampton, Mary
discovered an extraordinary early passion for ballet. It saw her
move to London at age sixteen, to study at the Royal Ballet
School and dance at the London Festival Ballet with the likes of
Nureyev, and later to Houston Ballet, where as Principal Dancer
she fell in love with the acclaimed dancer Li Cunxin. The couple
became the darlings of the dance world, and were happier than they could have imagined at the
arrival of their firstborn daughter, Sophie.
Then right at the height of her international career, Mary seemingly disappeared from view. What
could have happened to cause a woman so committed, so talented, to give it all away in a
heartbeat? Now, almost twenty years on, we learn what happened next to this inspiring family, and
why it is Mary's turn to tell a truly remarkable tale.

Too much and Never Enough - Mary L. Trump

(Thanks Bob)

In this revelatory, authoritative portrait of Donald J. Trump
and the toxic family that made him, Mary L. Trump, a
trained clinical psychologist and Donald’s only niece, shines
a bright light on the dark history of their family in order to
explain how her uncle became the man who now threatens
the world’s health, economic security and social fabric.
Mary Trump spent much of her childhood in her
grandparents’ large, imposing house in New York, where
Donald and his four siblings grew up. She describes
a nightmare of traumas, destructive relationships and a
tragic combination of neglect and abuse. She explains how
specific events and general family patterns created the
damaged man who currently occupies the Oval Office,
including the strange and harmful relationship between Fred
Trump and his two oldest sons, Fred Jr. and Donald.
A first-hand witness, Mary brings an incisive wit and
unexpected humour to sometimes grim, often confounding family events. She recounts in unsparing
detail everything from her uncle Donald’s place in the family spotlight and Ivana’s penchant for
regifting to her grandmother’s frequent injuries and illnesses and the appalling way Donald, Fred
Trump’s favourite son, dismissed and derided him when he began to succumb to Alzheimer’s.

Fiction
Because of You - Dawn French

(Thanks Pam)

Tick-tock, tick-tock, tick-tock . . . midnight.
The old millennium turns into the new.
In the same hospital, two very different women give birth to
two very similar daughters.
Hope leaves with a beautiful baby girl.
Anna leaves with empty arms.
Seventeen years later, the gods who keep watch over brokenhearted mothers wreak mighty revenge, and the truth starts
rolling, terrible and deep, toward them all.

The Shearer’s Wife - Fleur McDonald

(Thanks Georgie)

2020: When the Australian Federal Police swoop unheralded into
Barker and make a shocking arrest for possession of narcotics,
Detective Dave Burrows is certain there is more to the story than
meets the eye. But the Feds insist that Dave is too invested in the
town and its people to see the truth of what is happening there.
1980: Rose and Ian Kelly arrive in Barker for supplies before they
begin shearing at Jacksonville Station, a couple of hundred
kilometres out of town. Rose, heavily pregnant with their first babies,
worries that despite Ian's impending fatherhood he remains a drifter
who dreams of the open road.
The twins arrive early and while Rose recuperates in town after a
complicated birth, Ian stays at the Station to finish the shearing.
When Ian turns up at job's end ready to collect them all and move
on, Rose is adamant that she and the twins need the support of the
community in Barker. Impatiently, Ian sets off alone, leaving Rose
and the children behind.
2020: After many months of grief over her brother's illness and death, journalist Zara Ellison is finally
ready to begin a new chapter of her life and make a commitment to her boyfriend, Senior Constable Jack
Higgins. But when she's assigned to investigating the Barker arrest, Jack begins to believe that Zara is
working against him.
It takes a series of unconnected incidents in Zara's digging to reveal an almost forgotten thread of
mystery as to how these two events, forty years apart, could be connected.

The Margot Affair - Sanaë Lemoine

(Thanks Elaine)

French teenager Margot is the illegitimate daughter of a
prominent stage actress and an influential politician. The
comings and goings of their unconventional family, in a
small Parisian apartment, cast her whole life under a veil
of secrecy and shame.
One summer, Margot decides to exercise her own agency
when she meets a well-regarded journalist whose trust
seems surprisingly easy to gain. But as Margot is drawn
into an adult world, she learns how one impulsive decision
can change the contours of her life, and the lives of those
around her, in ways she could never have imagined.
In this simmering debut Sanae Lemoine explores private
and public faces, truth and deceit, love and
persuasion. The Margot Affair is a novel about the bonedeep bond between mothers and daughters, the devotion
and betrayal of friendship and the dangers of pushing
beyond the boundaries of a life lived in the shadows.

Shadows Along the Zambezi -

(Thanks Georgie)

In 2008, Zimbabwe is a particularly dangerous place. Corruption,
violence, rape, murder, and inhuman levels of greed and brutality
ruled the land as lawless gangs of murderers battled for power.
Pieter van Rooyen, a commercial farmer turned environmentalist,
has felt the terror firsthand. Seven years earlier, his family was
brutally murdered and his farm seized during Zimbabwe's violent
land-distribution scheme. The experience changed his life and
priorities; now he has dedicated his life to honouring life.
He joins forces with Jessica Brennan, an American wildlife biologist,
to protect Zimbabwe's most threatened treasures, the elephants,
which are being slaughtered by poachers and corrupt government
officials alike-under the guise of conservation. Jessica is conducting
a scientific study of Zimbabwe's elephants, studying herds that
roam the eastern Zambezi Valley. There, she witnesses many of the
daily threats they face, including habitat encroachment, floods,
droughts, government mismanagement of wildlife areas, and
slaughter by illegal ivory hunters.
Jessica and Piet are joined by his former neighbor, Angus McLaren,
another dispossessed farmer who narrowly escaped with his life when his farm was stolen by the socalled veterans of the independence war. Together, the trio wins over the local National Park Service
chief, Hector Kaminjolo, and professional hunter Blair Nisbet, who step in to champion their cause.
Despite the terror and sadness that surrounds them, Jessica and Pieter are reminded of the best of
human nature as they discover love. Against a backdrop of kidnappings, murders, and international
intrigue, a healing love story emerges, proving that love truly can conquer all.

