
RECOMMENDATIONS FROM OTHER READERS 
Fiction 

The Silent Wife  -  Karin Slaughter     (Thanks Pam) 

 

He watches. 
 
A woman runs alone in the woods. She convinces herself she has no 
reason to be afraid, but she's wrong. A predator is stalking the 
women of Grant County. He lingers in the shadows, until the time is 
just right to snatch his victim. 
 
He waits. 
 
A decade later, the case has been closed. The killer is behind bars. 
But then another young woman is brutally attacked and left for dead, 
and the MO is identical. 
 
He takes. 

 
Although the original trail has gone cold - memories have faded, witnesses have disappeared - agent 
Will Trent and forensic pathologist Sara Linton must re-open the cold case. But the clock is ticking, 
and the killer is determined to find his perfect silent wife ... 

 

Hello, I Must Be Going  -  Christie Hodgen     (Thanks Cynthia) 

It's the early 1980s, and tomboy Frankie Hawthorne's world is 
overturned when her beloved father—a Vietnam amputee who 
masks depression by playing comedian—shoots himself. 
Frankie's neighborhood, in a down-at-the-heels industrial city 
near Boston, has had its own happier times. Left behind along 
with Frankie are her mother, Gerrie, a waitress at Friendly's, 
and a sweetly innocent younger brother, Teddy. 
 
 
Soon, Frankie decides not to talk, resisting the overly ebullient 
school psychologist, and comforting herself by drawing 
cartoons. Gerri, now chain-smoking and addicted to television—
Doris Day! Rock Hudson!—wears an imaginary charm bracelet 
of disappointments. The once-adorable Teddy runs wild and is 
frequently summoned to the principal's office. 
 

 
Finally, with some unlikely help, Frankie understands the possibility of growing beyond grief. 
Balancing perfectly between funny and sad, this poignant novel is about the tenacity of ghosts and 
the stubbornness of love.  



The Good Sister  -  Sally Hepworth     (Thanks Pam) 

There's only been one time that Rose couldn't stop me from doing the 
wrong thing and that was a mistake that will haunt me for the rest of 
my life. 
 
Fern Castle works in her local library. She has dinner with her twin sister 
Rose three nights a week. And she avoids crowds, bright lights and loud 
noises as much as possible. Fern has a carefully structured life and 
disrupting her routine can be ... dangerous. 
 
When Rose discovers that she cannot fall pregnant, Fern sees her 
chance to pay her sister back for everything Rose has done for her. Fern 
can have a baby for Rose. She just needs to find a father. Simple. 
 

Fern's mission will shake the foundations of the life she has carefully built for herself and stir up dark 
secrets from the past, in this quirky, rich and shocking story of unexpected love. 

Dark Clouds On The Mountain  -  John Tully     (Thanks Tom) 

Set in wintry Tasmania in the early 1990s, with flashbacks to post-war 
Hobart and Europe during World War II, this story deals with dark 
secrets, crime and Nazi plots, interwoven with familiar domestic 
tensions of family life and marriage. Tully creates a fictional world 
strongly embedded in authentic details of real locations and well-
conceived characters. The earthy, passionate main protagonist, Jack 
Martin, is richly drawn: 'A typical copper - detective anyway - stressed 
out most of the time, running on adrenaline, nicotine and coffee. 
Booze too, but not as much as some of his mates. Running to flab 
from a diet of meat pipes and sauce, chips and the deep-fried dog's 
turds they called chicken rolls, goobbled down on the run between 
cases, ingesting cumulatively lethal doses of salt, sugar and saturated 
fats.' In this elaborate web of intrigue the ground shifts, the past 

intrudes and time and place are vividly realised.  

The Champagne War  -  Fiona McIntosh     (Thanks Cherry) 

Equal parts inspiring and devastating, this Holocaust survival story 
turned suspenseful cat and mouse chase is addictive 

 

From the snowy woodlands outside Prague to the Tuilieries of Paris 
and the heather-covered moors of Yorkshire comes a confronting 
and heart-stopping novel that explores whether love and hope can 
ever overpower atrocity in a time of war and hate.  

 

 

 



Non-Fiction 
 
The Betoota Advocate:  Australia 2020 

From the heart of the Western Queensland Channel 
Country, Australia's oldest and favourite newspaper 
details our country's very rocky start to a new decade 
that was supposed to be one of great optimism and 
innovation. 
2020 was meant to be our year of healing. A time to tend 
to the wounds of a country torn asunder by a decade of 
divisive political and media debates. A lack of confidence 
in the international sporting arena. A 24-hour news cycle 
that has destroyed the pub test. 
We thought all of the uncertainty was behind us. The 
federal election delivered us Scotty from Marketing. The 
Quiet Australian spoke up. Gay marriage? Yep. Climate 
change? Let's wait and see what happens. Smudge and 
Warner had served their time and, together as a nation, it 
was time to rebuild. 
But fate had other plans, starting with the worst bushfires 
in human memory. While large swathes of the country 
burned, our politicians were either on holidays or giving 

their mates grants to build indoor pools in blue-ribbon seats. Surely, it couldn't get worse.  'ken 
oath it could. Mother nature arrived as COVID-19, and told us all to go to our rooms. 
About the Author 
The Betoota Advocate is a small and independent regional newspaper from far west Queensland. 
We pride ourselves on reporting fair and just news with an authenticity that rivals only the salt 
on the sunburnt earth that surrounds us here in the Queensland Channel Country. Established in 
the mid-1800s, we are arguably Australia's oldest newspaper and have always taken pride in our 
ability to report both regional and metropolitan news.  
 
Healing Lives  -  Sue Williams     (Thanks Cherry) 

Healing Lives reveals the untold tale of Mamitu Gashe, Dr 
Catherine Hamlin's protégée, and the inspiring almost 60-
year friendship between the two women. 
In 1962, three years after doctors Catherine and Reg 
Hamlin arrived in Ethiopia, an illiterate peasant girl 
sought their aid. Mamitu Gashe was close to death and 
horrifically injured during childbirth after an arranged 
marriage - at the age of just fourteen to a man she'd 
never met - in a remote mountain village.  The Hamlins' 
Addis Ababa Fistula Hospital saved her and, in return, 
Mamitu dedicated her life to Catherine's mission. Under 
the iconic doctor's guidance, Mamitu went from mopping 
floors and comforting her fellow patients, to becoming 
one of the most acclaimed fistula surgeons in the world, 
despite never having had a day's schooling.   
This is the moving story of the friendship that saved the 
lives of over 60,000 of the poorest women on earth. 

 
 



Albert Namatjira  -  National Gallery of Australia 
 

In 2017 The National Gallery of Australia 
celebrated the philanthropic legacy of L. Gordon 
Darling AC, CMG and Marilyn Darling AC with 
Painting Country, a comprehensive survey of 
watercolours and painted objects by Western 
Arrarnta artist Albert Namatjira.  
Featuring 40 works of art gifted by the Darlings 
to the NGA, this stunning exhibition captures 
Darlings’ immense appreciation of Namatjira’s 
impact and lasting influence. These works have 
never been displayed in public.  
The exhibition looks at Namatjira’s early focus 
on people and animals and includes a series of 
watercolours that track the ancient path of one 
of the oldest waterways in the world, the Finke 
River, as it carves its way to the edge of the 
Simpson Desert, made into a book of the 
exhibition. 

  

Paper Emperors  -  Sally Young   Thanks Doug) 

 

Before newspapers were ravaged by the digital age, they 
were a powerful force, especially in Australia - a country of 
newspaper giants and kingmakers. 
This magisterial book reveals who owned Australia's 
newspapers and how they used them to wield political 
power. A corporate and political history of Australian 
newspapers spanning 140 years, it explains how Australia's 
media system came to be dominated by a handful of 
empires and powerful family dynasties. Many are 
household names, even now: Murdoch, Fairfax, Symes, 
Packer. Written with verve and insight and showing 
unparalleled command of a vast range of sources, Sally 
Young shows how newspaper owners influenced policy-
making, lobbied and bullied politicians, and shaped internal 
party politics. 
The book begins in 1803 with Australia's first newspaper 
owner - a convict who became a wealthy bank owner - 
giving the industry a blend of notoriety, power and wealth 

from the start. Throughout the twentieth century, Australians were unaware that they were reading 
newspapers owned by secret bankrupts and failed land boomers, powerful mining magnates, 
Underbelly-style gangsters, bankers, and corporate titans. It ends with the downfall of Menzies in 
1941 and his conviction that a handful of press barons brought him down. The intervening years are 
packed with political drama, business machinations and a struggle for readers, all while the 
newspaper barons are peddling power and influence. 


