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Non Fiction
Love, Clancy / Richard Glover (2020)

(Thanks Robyn)

Heartfelt and hilarious, this is a book for anyone who has
tried to imagine what their dog was thinking.
Human beings often write about their dogs, but the dogs
don't usually get a right of reply. In Love, Clancy, Richard
Glover has collated the letters sent by Clancy to his parents
in the bush. They are full of a young dog's musings about the
oddities of human behaviour, life in the big city, and his own
attempts to fit in. You'll meet Clancy as a puppy, making his
first attempt to train his humans, then see him grow into a
mature activist, demanding more attention be paid to a dog's
view of the world. Along the way, there are adventures
aplenty, involving robotic vacuum cleaners, songs about
cheese, trips to the country and stolen legs of ham - all told
with a dog's deep wisdom when it comes to what's
important in life.
Delightfully illustrated by cartoonist Cathy Wilcox.

Smuggled – An Illegal History of Journeys to Australia /
Ruth Balint & Julie Kalman (2021)
The essays and stories we bring together here remind us
that ‘illegalised travellers’ are part of our immigration
history (across the world), and that our perspective towards
them is shaped by where we sit in time and place.
(Balint & Kalman)
The people smuggler has become a convenient distraction
from the complex push factors that compel people to leave
their homes.
Smuggled offers a previously unseen glimpse into the
dangerous and shadowy world of people smuggling. It
shares harrowing true stories of those fleeing persecution
to seek asylum and reshapes our idea of those – sometimes
family, sometimes mafia – who help them find it.
People smugglers have such currency in Australian politics
yet they remain unknowable figures in our migration
history. But beyond the rhetoric lies a rich past that reaches
far from the maritime borders of our island continent – to Jews escaping the Holocaust, Eastern
Europeans slipping through the Iron Curtain, ‘boat people’ fleeing the Vietnam War, and refugees
escaping unthinkable violence in the Middle East and Africa.
Based on revealing personal interviews, Smuggled provides a compelling insight into a defining yet
unexplored part of Australian history. With personal story by Les Murray, football commentator.

A Doctor in Africa / Dr. Andrew Browning (2021)

(Thanks Elaine)

From Ethiopia to Sierra Leone, Tanzania to Togo, Dr Andrew
Browning has been helping women affected by obstetric
fistulas - a debilitating condition resulting from obstructed
childbirth - for nearly two decades. Andrew began his African
career in the 1990s working with the late Dr Catherine Hamlin
and since then has started the Barbara May Foundation, which
has built hospitals, trained staff and established programs to
heal fistulas and also prevent them from occurring around
Africa in the world's most disadvantaged women.
Two million African women are estimated to be suffering with
obstetric fistulas. They are often made outcasts in their own
community, unable to leave their homes and left with little
prospect of a happy, fulfilling life. Andrew's operations, and the
spread of fistula-skilled surgeons he is training across the
continent, don't just relieve the emotional and physical pain of
the women affected, but give them hope and a future.
A Doctor in Africa is the uplifting story of Andrew's life, from
the challenges faced along the way to the stories of the women whose lives he has forever changed.

The Countess From Kirribilli / Joyce Morgan (2021)

(Thanks Lois P.)

She was Australian born, an international bestselling author
and a member of the glamorous literary, intellectual and
society salons of late nineteenth and early twentieth century
London and Europe
Elizabeth von Armin may have been born on the shores of
Sydney Harbour, but it was in Victorian London that she
discovered society and society discovered her. She made her
Court debut before Queen Victoria at Buckingham Palace,
was pursued by a Prussian count and married into the formal
world of the European aristocracy. It was the novels she
wrote about that life that turned her into a literary sensation
on both sides of the Atlantic and had her likened to Jane
Austen.
Her marriage to the count produced five children but little
happiness. Her second marriage to Bertrand Russell's brother
was a disaster. But by then she had captivated the great
literary and intellectual circles of London and Europe. She
brought into her orbit the likes of Nancy Astor, Lady Maud Cunard, her cousin Katherine Mansfield
and other writers such as E.M. Forster, Somerset Maugham and H.G. Wells, with whom it was said
she had a tempestuous affair.
Elizabeth von Armin was an extraordinary woman who lived during glamorous, exciting and changing
times that spanned the innocence of Victorian Sydney and finished with the march of Hitler through
Europe. Joyce Morgan brings her to vivid and spellbinding life.

The Long Hitch Home / Jamie Maslin (2015)

(Thanks Rosie)

Tasmania to London. One end of the globe to the other. 800
hitchhiking rides. 18 thousand miles. Four seasons. Three
continents. 19 countries.
How many rides does it take to hitch from Tasmania to
London? Rogue wanderer Jamie Maslin decides to find out,
propelling him into a high stakes adventure of a lifetime that
sees him tackle searing desert, freezing mountains, tropical
jungle and barren steppes on little more than a thumb and a
prayer.
The Long Hitch Home is a dynamic mix of heart-thumping
adventure and well-researched social, cultural, and historical
commentary on the score of countries Maslin encountered
during his arduous, and at times life threatening, journey
home.
Whether writing about exotic backstreets of cities few of us
will get to see, or unique wonders far off the beaten track, Jamie Maslin gives a thrilling and often
hilarious account of what it is like to hit the road and live with intensity and rapture.

Unforgiving / Carmel Beresford (2018) (Thanks Valmai)
It's March 2011. Our grazing property, Farnham Plains, is in
pristine condition following summer rain and a recordbreaking flood in the Paroo River. To look this way is rare for
country in this dry, parched corner of south-west
Queensland. The river is full, long strands of grass wave in
the late summer breeze and cattle are fat.
Life is close to perfect for me, my husband, Mick, our twentyone year old son, Sam and his partner, Krysta. Then tragedy
strikes. Sam is run over and critically injured by the propeller
blades of a gyrocopter he'd purchased from his instructor the
previous day. The propeller slices through his body causing
critical head and upper body injuries. Sam's life hangs in the
balance for eight days but then he succumbs to his wounds
and dies.
Through the nightmare journey of inspections, reports, investigations and ultimately, an inquest into
Sam's death, memories of Sam's life, our life together for twenty-one years, the love we shared and
the struggles we endured for our property, 'Farnham Plains', come to the fore.

Fiction
Ordinary Grace / William Kent Krueger (2020)

(Thanks Marianne)

“That was it. That was all of it. A grace so ordinary there was no
reason at all to remember it. Yet I have never across the forty
years since it was spoken forgotten a single word.”
New Bremen, Minnesota, 1961. The Twins were playing their
debut season, ice-cold root beers were selling out at the soda
counter of Halderson’s Drugstore, and Hot Stuff comic books
were a mainstay on every barbershop magazine rack. It was a
time of innocence and hope for a country with a new, young
president. But for thirteen-year-old Frank Drum it was a grim
summer in which death visited frequently and assumed many
forms. Accident. Nature. Suicide. Murder.
Frank begins the season preoccupied with the concerns of any
teenage boy, but when tragedy unexpectedly strikes his family—
which includes his Methodist minister father; his passionate,
artistic mother; Juilliard-bound older sister; and wise-beyond-his-years kid brother— he finds
himself thrust into an adult world full of secrets, lies, adultery, and betrayal, suddenly called upon to
demonstrate a maturity and gumption beyond his years.
Told from Frank’s perspective forty years after that fateful summer, Ordinary Grace is a brilliantly
moving account of a boy standing at the door of his young manhood, trying to understand a world
that seems to be falling apart around him. It is an unforgettable novel about discovering the terrible
price of wisdom and the enduring grace of God.

Benevolence / Julie Janson (2020)

(Thanks Barbara)

For perhaps the first time in novel form, Benevolence
presents an important era in Australia’s history from an
Aboriginal perspective. Benevolence is told from the
perspective of Darug woman, Muraging (Mary James),
born around 1813. Mary’s was one of the earliest Darug
generations to experience the impact of British
colonisation. At an early age Muraging is given over to the
Parramatta Native School by her Darug father. From here
she embarks on a journey of discovery and a search for a
safe place to make her home.
The novel spans the years 1816-35 and is set around the
Hawkesbury River area, the home of the Darug people,
Parramatta and Sydney. The author interweaves historical
events and characters — she shatters stereotypes and
puts a human face to this Aboriginal perspective.

Winter / Len Deighton (1987)

(Thanks Binnie)

Winter takes us into a large and complex family drama, into the
lives of two German brothers - both born close upon the turn of
the century, both so caught up in the currents of history that their
story is one with the story of their country, from the Kaiser's
heyday through Hitler's rise and fall. A novel that rings powerfully
true, a rich and remarkable portrait of Germany in the first half of
the twentieth century.
In his portrait of a Berlin family during the turbulent years of the
first half of the century, Len Deighton has created a compelling
study of the rise of Nazi Germany.
With its meticulous research, rich detail and brilliantly drawn cast
of characters, Winter is a superbly realized achievement.

The Vanishing Half / Brit Bennett (2020)

(Thanks Marianne)

The Vignes twin sisters will always be identical. But after growing up
together in a small, southern black community and running away at
age sixteen, it's not just the shape of their daily lives that is different
as adults, it's everything: their families, their communities, their
racial identities. Many years later, one sister lives with her black
daughter in the same southern town she once tried to escape. The
other passes for white, and her white husband knows nothing of her
past. Still, even separated by so many miles and just as many lies,
the fates of the twins remain intertwined. What will happen to the
next generation, when their own daughters' storylines intersect?
Weaving together multiple strands and generations of this family,
from the Deep South to California, from the 1950s to the 1990s, Brit
Bennett produces a story that is at once a riveting, emotional family
story and a brilliant exploration of the American history of passing. Looking well beyond issues of
race, The Vanishing Half considers the lasting influence of the past as it shapes a person's decisions,
desires, and expectations, and explores some of the multiple reasons and realms in which people
sometimes feel pulled to live as something other than their origins.

How To Raise an Elephant / Alexander McCall-Smith (2020)

(Thanks Doug)

The next book in the perennially adored No. 1 Ladies' Detective
Agency series sees Precious Ramotswe calling upon all her maternal
instincts when she's faced with a two-ton case.
They say it takes a village to raise a child, but can Mma Ramotswe
and the rest of the No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency come together to
raise a pipsqueak pachyderm? We may find out in this novel. We
may not. Who can say?

My Invented Country / Isabel Allende (2003) (Thanks Barbara)
Isabel Allende's first memory of Chile is of a house she never
knew. The "large old house" on the Calle Cueto, where her
mother was born and which her grandfather evoked so
frequently that Isabel felt as if she had lived there, became
the protagonist of her first novel, The House of the Spirits. It
appears again at the beginning of Allende's playful,
seductively compelling memoir My Invented Country, and
leads us into this gifted writer's world.
Here are the almost mythic figures of a Chilean family -grandparents and great-grandparents, aunts, uncles, and
friends -- with whom readers of Allende's fiction will feel
immediately at home. And here, too, is an unforgettable
portrait of a charming, idiosyncratic Chilean people with a
violent history and an indomitable spirit. Although she claims
to have been an outsider in her native land -- "I never fit in
anywhere, not into my family, my social class, or the religion
fate bestowed on me" -- Isabel Allende carries with her even today the mark of the politics, myth,
and magic of her homeland. In My Invented County, she explores the role of memory and nostalgia
in shaping her life, her books, and that most intimate connection to her place of origin.
Two life-altering events inflect the peripatetic narration of this book: The military coup and violent
death of her uncle, Salvador Allende Gossens, on September 11, 1973, sent her into exile and
transformed her into a writer. The terrorist attack of September 11, 2001, on her newly adopted
homeland, the United States, brought forth from Allende an overdue acknowledgment that she had
indeed left home. My Invented Country, whose structure mimics the workings of memory itself,
ranges back and forth across that distance accrued between the author's past and present lives. It
speaks compellingly to immigrants, and to all of us, who try to retain a coherent inner life in a world
full of contradictions.

