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A selection from GRC readers 

Broken Country | Clare Leslie Hall 

Fiction |  

Everyone in the village said nothing good 

would come of Gabriel's return. And as Beth 

looks at the man she loves on trial for murder, 

she can't help think they were right.  

The women | Kristin Hannah 

Fiction 

The Women is the story of one woman who 

goes to war, but it shines a light on the story 

of all women who put themselves in harm's 

way to help others. Women whose sacrifice 

and commitment to their country has been all 

too often forgotten 

The wolf tree | Laura McCluskey 

Fiction 

On a small island off the coast of Scotland, an 

isolated community is grieving. Eighteen-

year-old Alan Ferguson was found at the foot 

of the lighthouse - an apparent suicide. DIs 

Georgina Lennox and Richard Stewart are 

sent to investigate. A raging storm keeps 

them trapped on the island for five days. And 

the locals don't take kindly to mainlanders. As 

George and Richie question the island's 

inhabitants, they discover a village filled with 

superstition and shrouded in secrets. But 

someone wants those secrets to stay buried. 

At any cost. 

Looking for you | Alexander McCall Smith 

Fiction 

What if you met the person you were destined 

to be with? And what if you never saw them 

again...? There's a new case for the Perfect 

Passion Company.  

The Wide Wide Sea | Hampton Sides 

Non Fiction | 910.72 SIDE 

Part high-seas adventure, part examination 

of the Age of Exploration, this account of 

Captain James Cook's last voyage in 1776 

charts how his overt and covert missions 

came to a head on the island of Hawaii and 

left behind a complex and controversial 

legacy still debated to this day. 
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Woman’s own | Robyn Carr 

Fiction 

Ablaze against the bustle of nineteenth-

century Philadelphia is this sweeping saga of 

three generations of strong, indomitable 

women, all seemingly cursed when it comes 

to love. At its center is young Lilly Armstrong, 

a beauty on the brink of womanhood, too 

brave and too fearless to settle for the status 

quo. In a booming city animated by inventors, 

builders and artists, and now excited for the 

great Centennial Exhibition, Lilly aspires to 

carve out a life of independent freedom for 

herself and her women kin, lives not 

dependent on men.  

Outrageous Fortunes | Megan Brown and 

Lucy Sussex 

Non Fiction | 928 BROWN 

The gripping story of Australia's first female 

crime writer and her career-criminal son. 

When Mary Fortune arrived in Melbourne 

with her infant son in 1855, she was 

determined to reinvent herself. When Mary 

died in 1911, her identity was nearly lost. In 

Outrageous Fortunes, Megan Brown and 

Lucy Sussex retrieve Fortune's astonishing 

career and discover an equally absorbing 

story in her illegitimate son, George. While 

Mary was writing crime, George was 

committing it, with convictions for theft and 

bank robbery. In their intertwined stories, 

crime fiction meets true crime, and 

Melbourne's literary bohemia consorts with 

the criminal underworld. 

Remarkably Bright Creatures 

Shelby Van Pelt | Fiction 

After Tova Sullivan's husband died, she 

began working the night cleaner shift at the 

Sowell Bay Aquarium. Ever since her 

eighteen-year-old son, Erik, mysteriously 

vanished on a boat over thirty years ago 

keeping busy has helped her cope. One night 

she meets Marcellus, a giant Pacific octopus 

living at the aquarium who sees everything, 

but wouldn't dream of lifting one of his eight 

arms for his human captors - until he forms a 

remarkable friendship with Tova. Ever the 

detective, Marcellus deduces what happened 

the night Tova's son disappeared. And now 

Marcellus must use every trick his old body 

can muster to unearth the truth for her before 

it's too late... 

Sunrise over Mercy Court | Fiona McCallum 

Fiction 

Howard and Elsie Manning were born on the 

same day, met at kindergarten, and have 

been married for 59 years. They have lived 

sensible, productive lives, and raised two 

self-sufficient daughters. Now, at 78, they are 

bored with the predictability of life, fed up with 

contemporary society, have aching joints and 

dwindling finances, and - funeral by funeral - 

their circle of friends is shrinking. Together 

Howard and Elsie consider bringing their lives 

to a peaceful end, but it turns out leaving this 

world is not easy, especially if they want to 

avoid pain or mess. Even the apparently 

simple methods have much room for error, as 

they discover. Then a knock at the door 

changes everything. 

Snowy to the Somme | Timothy J Cook 

Non Fiction | 940.481 

This book traces the story of one of these 

battalions, the 55th, from its birth in the dusty 

camps of Egypt through three years of brutal, 

bloody conflict on the bitter Western Front. 

When the Great War ended in 1918, over 500 

of the 3,000 men who served in the 55th had 

been slain and another 1,000 wounded. 

Author Tim Cook shares personal stories of 

Australian men as they stared down the 

horrors of war with determination, courage 

and mateship.  

Here one moment | Liane Moriarty 

Fiction 

If you knew when you were going to die, what 

would you do differently? It all begins on a 

flight from Hobart to Sydney. The flight will be 

smooth. It will land safely. Everyone who gets 

on the plane will get off the plane. But almost 

all of them will be changed forever. Because 

on this ordinary flight, something 

extraordinary happens. 'A lady', 

unremarkable until she isn't, predicts how and 

when many of the passengers are going to 

die. For some, death is far in the future; for 

others, it is very close. A brilliantly 

constructed story that looks at free will and 

destiny, grief and love, and the endless 

struggle to maintain certainty and control in 

an uncertain world.  


