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The wrong man  
Tim Ayliffe 
AYLI 2024 

Detective Holly Sutton has been 

seconded to work with the New 

South Wales Homicide Squad 

to investigate the murder of 

Sydney socialite, Tottie Evans, 

who was found dead at the 

Palm Beach home of a 

millionaire property developer. 

Alec Blacksmith isn't like other 

real estate guys. He's a former 

mercenary soldier who shot to 

fame after appearing on a reality TV show. Blacksmith 

is refusing to cooperate with police because he has 

his own secrets. John Bailey is an old school reporter 

with a nose for a story. He gets a call from the police 

about a break-in at the house he inherited from his 

former girlfriend, Sharon Dexter - a cop murdered in 

the line of duty. Whoever crowbarred the lock was 

looking for Dexter's case file about the murder of a 

waitress named Sally King at an exclusive Sydney 

gentlemen's club a decade earlier. After examining the 

file, Bailey discovers something that will blow up the 

Homicide Squad's investigation into Tottie Evans's 

death - a link to the murder of King. The only problem 

is that a serial killer is already serving a life sentence 

for the crime. Catching killers is Holly Sutton's job. But 

for John Bailey, solving the case offers him a chance 

to finish a job for the woman who saved his life. 

The stranger in the lifeboat 
Mitch Albom 
2021 

Adrift in a raft after a terrible 

shipwreck, ten strangers 

struggle to survive while they 

wait for rescue. After three days, 

short on water, food and hope, 

they spot a man floating in the 

waves. They pull him on board - 

and the survivor claims he can 

save them. But should they put 

their trust in him? Will any of 

them see home again? And why did the ship really 

sink? 

No reserve  
Felix Francis 
FRAN 2023 

Theo Jennings is a young 

auctioneer at the Thoroughbred 

sales ring in Newmarket. The 

October yearling sales are 

where the big money 

exchanges hands in frenzied 

auctions: millions of Guineas 

paid for horses that are as yet 

unnamed, untested, and have 

never taken a step on the track. 

It's the greatest gamble in all of 

horseracing, and one that can end in ruin. Theo has 

just made the biggest sale of his life, when he 

overhears a secret conversation between the two 

bidders - can they really have colluded to fix the price 

of his big sale? When that same horse is found dead 

the next morning, he has no choice but to investigate, 

even against the wishes of his boss. But the more he 

uncovers, the less he can trust the people around him.  

Fire and bones 
Kathy Reichs 
2024 

Called to Washington, D.C. to 

examine the victims of a 

mysterious arson attack, Tempe 

quickly finds her misgivings 

justified. The fire site is in Foggy 

Bottom, a neighbourhood with a 

colourful history, and as the 

pieces start falling into place, 

the property's ownership 

becomes more and more 

suspicious. Sensing a good 

story, tele journalist Ivy Doyle approaches Tempe and 

the women become unlikely allies. Delving into the 

past, they learn that back in the thirties and forties the 

home was the hangout of a group of bootleggers and 

racketeers known as the Foggy Bottom Gang. Though 

interesting, this fact seems irrelevant - until the son of 

one of the gang members is shot dead at his farm in 

Virginia.
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Project Hail Mary 

Andy Weir 
2021 

Ryland Grace is the sole 

survivor on a desperate, last-

chance mission, and if he fails, 

humanity and the earth itself will 

perish. Except that right now, he 

doesn't know that. He can't even 

remember his own name, let 

alone the nature of his 

assignment or how to complete 

it. All he knows is that he's been 

asleep for a very, very long time. 

And he's just been awakened to find himself millions 

of miles from home, with nothing but two corpses for 

company. His crewmates dead, his memories fuzzily 

returning, Ryland realizes that an impossible task now 

confronts him. Hurtling through space on this tiny ship, 

it's up to him to puzzle out an impossible scientific 

mystery, and conquer an extinction-level threat to our 

species. And with the clock ticking down and the 

nearest human being light-years away, he's got to do 

it all alone. Or does he? 

Gathering Dark 
Candice Fox 
2020 

A convicted killer. A gifted thief. 

A vicious crime boss. A 

disillusioned cop. Together, 

they're a missing girl's only 

hope.  Dr Blair Harbour, once a 

wealthy, respected surgeon in 

Los Angeles, is now an ex-con 

down on her luck. She's 

determined to keep her nose 

clean to win back custody of her 

son. But when her former 

cellmate, Sneak Lawlor, begs for help to find her 

missing daughter, Blair is compelled to put her new-

found freedom on the line. Joined by LA's most feared 

underworld figure, Ada Maverick, the crew of criminals 

bring outlaw tactics to the search for Dayly. Detective 

Jessica Sanchez has always had a difficult 

relationship with the LAPD. And her inheritance of a 

$7 million mansion as a reward for catching a killer 

has just made her police enemy number one. It's been 

ten years since Jessica arrested Blair for the cold-

blooded murder of her neighbour. So when Jessica 

opens the door to the disgraced doctor and her friends 

late one night she expects abuse, maybe even 

violence. What comes instead is a plea for help. 

Gap Creek: The story of a marriage 
Robert Morgan 
2000 

Julie Harmon is a most unusual woman. She works 

hard as a man they say, so hard that at times she's 

not sure she can stop. Her neighbours in Gap Creek 

depend on her. People are weak, and someone has 

to slaughter the hogs and nurse the dying. Just a 

teenager when her little brother dies in her arms, she 

marries Hank and moves down into the valley. There 

Julie and Hank discover that the modern world is 

complex, grinding ever on without pause or concern 

for their hard work. To survive, they must find out 

whether love can keep madness at bay. 

A gambling man 
David Baldacci 
2021 

The 1950s are on the horizon, 

and Archer is in dire need of a 

fresh start after a nearly fatal 

detour in Poca City. So Archer 

hops on a bus and begins the 

long journey out west to 

California, where rumour has it 

there is money to be made if 

you're hard-working, lucky, 

criminal - or all three. Along the 

way, Archer stops in Reno, 

where a stroke of fortune delivers him a wad of cash 

and an eye-popping blood-red 1939 Delahaye 

convertible - plus a companion for the final leg of the 

journey, an aspiring actress named Liberty Callahan 

who is planning to try her luck in Hollywood. But when 

the two arrive in Bay Town, California, Archer quickly 

discovers that the hordes of people who flocked there 

seeking fame and fortune landed in a false paradise 

that instead caters to their worst addictions and fears. 

Archer's first stop is a P.I. office where he is hoping to 

apprentice with a legendary private eye and former 

FBI agent named Willie Dash. He lands the job, and 

immediately finds himself in the thick of a potential 

scandal: a blackmail case involving a wealthy well-

connected politician running for mayor that soon spins 

into something even more sinister. As bodies begin 

falling, Archer and Dash must infiltrate the world of 

brothels, gambling dens, drug operations, and long-

hidden secrets, descending into the rotten bones of a 

corrupt town that is selling itself as the promised 

land—but might actually be the road to perdition, and 

Archer's final resting place. 
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Headstrong daughters 
Nadia Jamal 
305.48 JAMA 2018 

How would you feel, as a guest, 

about sitting in a suburban living 

room that is for women only? 

What if you wanted a baby but 

as a single woman could not 

have one outside of a marriage? 

Could you stay home to mourn 

a husband for four months and 

ten days? Headstrong 

Daughters takes us inside the 

lives of Muslim women in 

Australia today. They are working professionals, 

mothers, and students. At home they are finding ways 

to stay true to their faith as well as to themselves, 

navigating the expectations of their families and the 

traditions they brought with them to their new country. 

But things are not always what they seem. These 

candid, moving and sometimes surprising stories 

reveal a side to Australian life that is little known and 

often misunderstood. Inspiring, warm and determined, 

these women are the new face of Islam in Australia. 

The Eagle in the Mirror 
Jesse Fink 
923.41 FINK 2023 

The longest serving spy for the 

British Secret Intelligence 

Service (MI6), Ellis helped set 

up the Office of Strategic 

Services (OSS), now known as 

the Central Intelligence Agency 

(CIA), as well as the Australian 

Secret Intelligence Service 

(ASIS). At one point in the 

1940s he was considered one of 

the top three secret agents in 

MI6 and controlled its activities, as one journalist put 

it, 'for half the world'. But in the 1980s journalist 

Chapman Pincher and retired MI5 intelligence officer 

Peter 'Spycatcher' Wright posthumously accused Ellis 

of having operated as a 'triple agent' for Nazi Germany 

and the Soviet Union. In 1965, while under 

interrogation in London, Ellis had allegedly made a 

partial confession that he had worked for the Nazis.  

Ultra-Processed People 
Chris Van Tulleken 
613.2 TULL 2023 

We have entered a new age of 

eating. For the first time in 

human history, most of our 

calories come from an entirely 

novel set of substances called 

Ultra-Processed Food. There's 

a long, formal scientific 

definition, but it can be boiled 

down to this: if it's wrapped in plastic and has at least 

one ingredient that you wouldn't find in your kitchen, 

it's UPF. In this book, Chris van Tulleken, father, 

scientist, doctor, and award-winning BBC 

broadcaster, marshals the latest evidence to show 

how governments, scientists, and doctors have 

allowed transnational food companies to create a 

pandemic of diet-related disease. The solutions don't 

lie in willpower, personal responsibility, or exercise. 

You'll find no diet plan in this book--but join Chris as 

he undertakes a powerful self-experiment that made 

headlines around the world.  

Every day is a gift 
Tammy Duckworth 
923.2 DUCK 2022 

In Every Day Is a Gift, Tammy 

Duckworth takes readers 

through the amazing-and 

amazingly true-stories from her 

incomparable life. In November 

of 2004, an Iraqi RPG blew 

through the cockpit of Tammy 

Duckworth's U.S. Army Black 

Hawk helicopter. The explosion, 

which destroyed her legs and 

mangled her right arm, was a 

turning point in her life. But as Duckworth shows in 

Every Day Is a Gift, that moment was just one in a 

lifetime of extraordinary turns. The biracial daughter of 

an American father and a Thai-Chinese mother, 

Duckworth faced discrimination, poverty, and the 

horrors of war-all before the age of 16. As a child, she 

dodged bullets as her family fled war-torn Phnom 

Penh. As a teenager, she sold roses by the side of the 
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road to save her family from hunger and 

homelessness in Hawaii.  

Chasing the Scream: the first and 

last days of the war on drugs 
Johann Hari 
363.45 HARI 

January 2015 will mark a 

century of the war on drugs in 

the United States: one hundred 

years since the first arrests 

under the Harrison Act. Facing 

down this anniversary, Johann 

Hari was witnessing a close 

relative and an ex-boyfriend 

bottoming out on cocaine and 

heroin. But what was the big 

picture in the war on drugs? 

Why does it continue, when most people now think it 

has failed? The reporter set out on a two-year, 20,000-

mile journey through the theatre of this war--to find out 

how it began, how it has affected people around the 

world, and how we can move beyond it. Chasing the 

Scream is fuelled by dramatic personal stories of the 

people he meets along the way. The title itself comes 

from a formative story of Harry Anslinger, first 

commissioner of the Federal Bureau of Narcotics, 

sent as a boy to the pharmacy for a neighbour 

screaming in withdrawal -- an experience which led 

him to fear drugs without regard to context. 

Climate change: The facts 2020 
Editor: Jennifer Marohasy 
363.738 CLIM 

On 24 September 2019 the 17-

year-old activist Greta Thunberg 

addressed the United Nations 

Climate Action Summit saying, 

'People are suffering. People 

are dying. Entire ecosystems 

are collapsing. We are in the 

beginning of a mass extinction'. 

A day earlier, however, the 

climate policy foundation 

Climate Intelligence (CLINTEL) 

sent the UN their World Climate Declaration, signed 

by 800 prominent scientists including Nobel Laureate 

Professor Ivar Giaever and Greenpeace co-founder 

Dr Patrick Moore, stating that there is no climate 

emergency: 'You're tired of alarmism and failed 

predictions of climate models that can't predict the 

past, let alone the future. This book contains original 

research and new theories of climate and will arm you 

with these facts. 

Living Hot: Surviving and Thriving 

on a Heating Planet 
Clive Hamilton and George Wilkenfeld 
363.738 HAMI 2024 

Living Hot tells the blunt truth 

about our current climate 

change predicament: it's time to 

get cracking on making 

Australia resilient to intensifying 

climate extremes. If we prepare 

well, we can give ourselves a 

fighting chance to preserve 

some of the best of what we 

have, build stronger and fairer 

communities, find a path 

through the escalating pressures of a warming world 

- and even find new ways to flourish. To get there, we 

must leave behind both the doomism and the wishful 

thinking currently holding us back. In Living Hot, highly 

respected academic Clive Hamilton and policy 

consultant George Wilkenfeld shift the emphasis 

away from reducing carbon emissions and on to 

making Australia resilient, outlining a vision for an all-

embracing and on-going program of investment and 

social change to protect ourselves from the ravages 

of a changing climate.  

Outlive: The science & art of 

longevity 
Peter Attia 
612.68 ATTI 2023 

This is the ultimate manual for 

longevity. For all its successes, 

mainstream medicine has failed 

to make much progress against 

the diseases of ageing that kill 

most people: heart disease, 

cancer, Alzheimer's disease, 

and type 2 diabetes. Too often, 

it intervenes with treatments too 

late, prolonging lifespan at the expense of quality of 

life. Dr Peter Attia, the world's top longevity expert, 

believes we must replace this outdated framework 

with a personalised, proactive strategy for longevity. 

This isn't 'biohacking,' it's science, a well-founded 

strategic approach to extending lifespan while 

improving our physical, cognitive and emotional 

health, making each decade better than the one 

before. With Outlive's practical advice and roadmap, 

you can plot a different path for your life, one that lets 

you outlive your genes to make each decade better 

than the one before. 
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