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Carolyn Ferguson dedicates her life to nurturing creativity and
encouraging visual artists of all ages through teaching art from
her inspiring studio, The Art Cubby, in Goondiwindi.

Motivated by her desire for country kids to have access to the
same artistic opportunities that shaped her, Carolyn began
privately teaching in 2004. Over the past 20 years, she has

instilled in her students the values of self-worth, positivity and

inner strength, encouraging students to immerse themselves in
playful artistic expression within a diverse and inclusive group
environment. Her unwavering passion for teaching was
recognised when she was awarded the South-West

Queensland Cultural Champion for 2020, a testament to her

positive impact on her rural community.

She finds comfort in creating art and considers it a powerful
tool for resilience and self-awareness and believes that access
to the arts is vital for young minds to enhance their overall
emotional well-being and pro-social behaviour. She is currently
deepening and developing her artistic knowledge through
studying a Bachelor of Education majoring in Visual Arts and
hopes to inspire many more students in the future.



Project Descriptions:

Appropriated Record Covers

This project provides meaningful exploration of music
history, allowing students to reflect on how music was
recorded onto Compact Disks and Vinyl Records.
Students chose their favourite song and corresponding
album cover and discussed how appropriation can be
used in art by adapting, modifying and drawing
inspiration from the original design elements to create a
personalised image.

Collage Fruit Canvas

Beginning with a visit to the supermarket, students
selected their preferred fruits for artistic creation. Using
magnifying glass and light boxes, they observed the
intricate details of the cross section of fruits to paint with
greater precision. The project emphasizes the
knowledge of complementary colour schemes and the
application of painted papers as background collage
materials.

Mandala Clocks

The clock project incorporates artistic expression with
mathematical concepts. Students designed radial compositions
that incorporate elements of texture, pattern, and repetition. By
applying a piped layer of impasto gel and gold spray paint, they
add a tactile quality to their clocks while integrating personal
symbolism.



Dictionary Antiqued Drawings

To begin, students created the illusion of antique treasure
maps with a distressed patina overlayed on the dictionary
page. Then they explored alternate drawing implements of
feathers, sticks and toothbrushes to apply the Indian ink. We
investigated typography of fonts, line, proportion and value.

Mosaics

Engaging in Mosaics allows students to develop hand eye
coordination, spatial awareness, and perseverance. The
selecting of selecting tiles to include a variety of shapes,
colours and sizes encourages problem-solving skills
through reflection and percolation. The art of Mosaics
allows expression of elements and principles of design by
strengthening colour theory knowledge while applying
pattern, unity, variety, texture and balance.
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